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To rent an apartment or
other housing complex unit

Ml Signing a contract

Procedures at real estate agencies are
complicated, so it is best to go with a
Japanese person or a Japanese-speaking
friend. You can also look for a place to
live on the Internet or through housing
information magazines.

Handling fees, deposits
(shikikin), key money
(reikin), etc.

When you rent a place to live in Japan,
various fees are required at the beginning:

Prepaid rent: You must pay the rent for the
place you are moving into in advance. The
standard amount is one month’s rent.
Deposit: This is for cleaning the room and
repairs or renewal of the equipment when
you move out. The standard amount is one
month’s rent.

Key money: This is a gratuity for the
landlord. Some properties do not require it.
The standard amount is one month's rent.
Mediation fees: This is paid to the real
estate agency that introduced you to the
property. The standard amount is one-half
to one month'’s rent.

Notes:

1. You must pay for fire insurance as well.

2. Earnest money and key money may not be
required depending on the area or the real
estate agency.

3.A guarantor is typically required when
signing a rental contract. Some properties
do not require a guarantor.
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